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St Peter & St Paul Church
CHINGFORD

Timeline

Floor Plan
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Chingford listed in the
Diocese of London.
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1940
Church hit by German bomb on 13 October.
South side badly damaged and 40 feet of spire
removed as unsafe.

1844
‘Church on the
Green’ dedicated
by the Bishop
of London.

1801
Population of
Chingford given
as 612 in the first
National Census.
1829
Robert Boothby
Heathcote
appointed Rector
by his father
John Heathcote.
1831
Census lists
115 families in
Chingford working
in agriculture and
65 in other trades.

1856
Chingford
Infants’ School
commissioned by
Robert Boothby
Heathcote.
1873
Railway link
with London
opened.

1882
Queen Victoria
visits Chingford
on 6 May to
open the Forest
at High Beech.

1913
Third manual
of organ and
choir stalls
completed.

1901–03
East end
of church
extended.
1908
New
organ
installed.

1921
War
Memorial
dedicated
on 17 Nov.
1937
St
Elizabeth
Chapel
complete.

1954
Church on the Green
designated as Grade II
listed building.
1970
New Vestry Hall opened.
1992
Girls’ Choir formed
2017
Formation of
Mission Unit
2019
175th
Anniversary

CHINGFORD EVENTS
WORLD EVENTS

1837
Queen Victoria
begins her reign.
St Peter & St Paul
by Camelia Toma (2016).

Icon of Our Lady
with Christ Child.

Icon of St Cedd
by Camelia Toma (2016).

Altar detail.

1914-1918
First World War.
1939-1945
Second
World War.

1969
Moon
Landing.

1990
Invention of
the World
Wide Web.

2012
London
Olympics.

O strength and stay upholding all creation,
Who ever dost Thyself unmoved abide;
Yet day by day the light in due gradation
From hour to hour through all its changes guide.
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ST PETER & ST PAUL CHURCH CHINGFORD - WELCOME TO CHINGFORD PARISH CHURCH

Welcome to Chingford Parish Church
For several hundred years the Old Church in Chingford
sat snug on the hilltop out in the countryside, serving its
parish throughout all the chances and changes of those
fleeting years. By the early 19th century the church was
so at one with the scenery that it was called ‘The Green
Church’. Then it collapsed.
The church with which this guide is concerned is its replacement. And with
this replacement came new times. And change – lots of it. As our great city has
expanded and the patterns of parochial and national life have changed so the
church and parish have also grown, planted out and adapted too. The most
significant feature of the story of this place and it people is change itself.
Today, the church, with its now rebuilt daughter church at All Saints (the Old
Church), continues to flourish as a centre for worship and service and a focal
point for a large London parish, primarily because along with the constant
change there has always been another Divine Constancy upholding its life day
by day.
We are very proud of the beauty of the building and of the church tradition here.
It was built to the glory of God and I hope you get a sense of this in this guide.
May God bless you

The Rev’d Andrew Trenier, Rector
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ST PETER & ST PAUL CHURCH CHINGFORD - THE HISTORY OF THE CHURCH OF STs PETER & PAUL

The History of the
Church of Sts Peter & Paul
A NEW CHURCH
NEW LIFE
The Old Church
was revived for
use for a few
years in the
1880s, but after
this it fell into
disrepair and
its roof fell in.
It became an
ivy-clad ruin,
providing an
attractive subject
for artists and
photographers
to portray. Its
restoration in
1930 was funded
by Louisa,
daughter of
Robert Boothby
Heathcote. It is
now known as
All Saints.
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The Church of Sts Peter and Paul was built in the 1840s, largely thanks to the efforts of
one man. He was the Rev Robert Boothby Heathcote, Lord of Chingford Earls, one of the
manors of Chingford parish. As Lord, he held the title of Patron of the Living, which gave
him special responsibilities for the church and its congregation.
Boothby Heathcote became Rector of
Chingford in 1829. At that time, the Parish
Church of All Saints was perched on
Merry Hill (now known as the Mount),
and showing signs of structural defects.
Boothby Heathcote also inherited a
somewhat dilapidated parsonage and the
old Friday Hill House, a Jacobean manor
house built in 1608. He had both of these
rebuilt. The new parsonage still stands
in Rectory Close, though it has been
converted into apartments.
For Friday Hill House, which became
his home, Boothby Heathcote employed
the fashionable London architect Lewis
Vulliamy. The work was completed in 1839.
The church presented a larger challenge.

The building had suffered serious
settlement on the south side of its chancel
arch. It was also rather remote from the
homes of its parishioners. At that time,
Chingford was sparsely populated, with
just over 900 people scattered across a
large area. As well as the present parish,
it included what are now the parishes of
St Edmund’s in South Chingford and St
Anne’s in Chingford Hatch.
In 1840 the decision was taken, not to
repair the Old Church, but to abandon
it and build a new one. A new site was
proposed at Chingford Green: this was
closer to the heart of the developing
community, and also closer to Friday Hill
House. The land was duly acquired from
Rev Robert Snell of the Manor of St Paul
(Chingford Hall) and Her Majesty’s Forest.
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ST PETER & ST PAUL CHURCH CHINGFORD - THE HISTORY OF THE CHURCH OF STs PETER & PAUL

ROBERT BOOTHBY HEATHCOTE & HIS FAMILY
Born in Conington Castle, Northamptonshire on 13 May 1805, Robert Boothby Heathcote
was the second son of John Heathcote, MP for Ripon, North Yorkshire. Robert attended Eton
College, took an MA from St John’s College, Cambridge, and was ordained in June 1828.

To assist him with his religious duties, Boothby Heathcote engaged a
curate, who lived in the Old Rectory near the Old Church. Though the
parishioners were relatively few, there was plenty to do. The Baptism
Register, begun in 1828, shows that children were baptised regularly on
the first Sunday of every month by either Robert or his curate and by
his death the Baptism Register had reached number 730.

Robert Boothby
Heathcote.

In 1829 his father passed on the ‘Living of
Chingford’ to him, which included the Rectory
and a portion of the parish. He also became
Chaplain to the Countess of Carysfort, which
gave him connections with the army and the
Whig political party.

In March 1837, Boothby Heathcote married the daughter of an Admiral,
Charlotte Sotheby, at St Martins in the Field, London. She died in 1845,
leaving two daughters, Charlotte and Katherine, and a son, Robert.
He remarried in 1848, to Elizabeth Wells. They had two sons:
William and Frederick.

He was a very wealthy man. An inventory made
after his death shows he owned his own brew
house and 300 greenhouse plants. The wines
and liqueurs in his cellar alone were valued at
£331 and 17 shillings. (The average wage of a
domestic servant at that time was about £6–8
a year, including keep and uniform.)
After having Friday Hill House rebuilt in the
1830s, Boothby Heathcote lived there for the
rest of his life. By 1837 his estate included 637
acres of land, of which 178 acres were farmed
by the estate, and the remainder were rented
out. In the Census of 1851, Boothby Heathcote
is recorded as farming 160 acres. At that time
he employed eight men and three boys to
work the farm, mostly pasture, and tend the
gardens. In addition he owned 2,300 acres of
forest land.
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Robert Boothby Heathcote died on 19 September 1865 aged 60. His
family continued to live in Friday Hill House and took a keen interest in
the parish.
His youngest son, Frederick, inherited a large estate in the north
of Scotland, but to do so he was obliged to change his surname to
Sinclair. He helped fund the expansion of the church in 1901–3.
His eldest son, William, died childless in 1915, leaving the Lordship of
Chingford Earls and other properties to his unmarried sister Louisa.
Louisa was the chief benefactor of the restoration of the Old Church
in 1930. She also made large donations towards the building of St
Edmund’s Church in South Chingford, rebuilt and re-opened in 1938.

Boothby Heathcote memorial.

She was the last surviving child of Rev Robert Boothby Heathcote.
With her death in 1940 the Lordship of Chingford Earls became extinct.
However, the family’s association with Chingford parish continued
until the end of the 20th century.
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BUILDING THE CHURCH
Boothby Heathcote must have been pleased with Vulliamy’s work on Friday Hill House,
for he instructed him to design the new parish church.

CHANGING HANDS
Since the church was built, Chingford parish has fallen
into the dioceses of four different bishops: London (until
1863), Rochester (1863–77), St Albans (1877–1914) and
Chelmsford (1914–the present).

Vulliamy designed it in a neo-Gothic style,
with lancet windows and a slender tower,
topped by an elegant spire. He faced the
exterior with stone, and with white brick
and black flint panels in a chequered
pattern.
The nave was wide and has remained as it
was when built. To its east was a chancel
arch, and beyond it, a compact sanctuary.
There was no space for a choir or an
organ as they were to be in the gallery.
This original interior can be seen in a
photograph taken around 1880.
The building was completed in 1844,
at a cost of £5,000, paid by Boothby
Heathcote himself. Several items were
transferred to it from the old church. They
included the medieval bell-frame for the
tower and the three bells belonging to it,
the Norman font, a 17th-century parish
chest and an 18th-century pulpit.
The clock mechanism in the tower was
not new, and may have come from the old
Friday Hill House.
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The church was consecrated on 18 July
1844 by the Bishop of London, the Rt Rev
Charles James Blomfield, and was given
the dedication of Saints Peter and Paul.
The interior in
around 1880.
The exterior
decoration.

On 17 February 1846, the Bishop signed
the Deed of Substitution, which gave it the
legal status of Parish Church of Chingford,
with an associated burial ground.

9

		

ST PETER & ST PAUL CHURCH CHINGFORD - THE HISTORY OF THE CHURCH OF STs PETER & PAUL

EXPANDING THE CHURCH

SOUND & DIVISION
Blomfield’s designs
for the east end were
in the perpendicular
style – significantly
different from
Vulliamy’s neo-Gothic
work – and the new
structure was added
to the earlier building
in a somewhat
uncompromising
manner.
One result of this,
which soon drew
comment from
parishioners, is an
acoustic defect.
Sound generated in
the enlarged chancel
does not travel easily
into the older nave.
This problem is
worsened by a lack
of resonance in the
building. Generations
of choir members
have had to accept
that their church is
not a grateful one in
which to sing.

10

Fifty years after the church was dedicated, the population of Chingford had increased to
nearly 2,750, and that would double in little more than a decade.
The railway arrived in 1873, encouraging
the first wave of a growth and
development, which would continue until
after the Second World War.

The interior
today.
The exterior
showing the
two extensions.

A major restoration of the Parish Church
took place in 1884–9, during which
services were held in the Old Church
on Merry Hill. But by the end of the
19th century, St Peter and St Paul’s was
becoming inadequate for the increasing
numbers and a decision was made to
enlarge it.
The impetus for this came, once again,
from the Boothby Heathcote family.

Robert’s widow, Elizabeth (d.1894) left a
legacy of £1,000 and plans were drawn up
for an extended east end.
The architect was Sir Arthur Blomfield,
son of the bishop who had consecrated
the church. His plans provided for about
350 additional seats, a good chancel, a
choir, an organ chamber and vestries. The
plans had been approved by the Bishop,
the Rector and the Churchwardens. The
cost was initially estimated at £4,500.
One source of funds was the Boothby
Heathcotes’ younger son, Frederick. He
was willing to donate £1,500, but with
certain conditions attached: the work
must be completed within five years, and
must follow the approved designs of Sir
Arthur Blomfield.
By August 1901 £2,946 had been collected
or promised, and the balance of £1,554
was soon reduced to £700. A further gift
of £1,000 came from a Mrs Bunyon. It
was now possible to proceed with the
main structure.
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ST PETER & ST PAUL CHURCH CHINGFORD - FEATURES OF THE CHURCH

Features of the Church
THE PORCH
Vulliamy’s design for the porch had a narrow stairway leading
up to a platform above the west door. From here, two flights
combined to make a central flight of steps leading up to the area
by the bell ropes. Two doors there gave access into the gallery.
These steps were removed 1990 and a new access staircase for
the gallery was built in the south-west corner of the church.

THE TOWER & BELLS
The tower contains the medieval bell-frame, brought from the Old
Church in 1844, together with the three bells which hung in it. They were
mounted on wheels, and rung by the usual method of pulling ropes.
In 1930, when the Old Church was restored, the three bells – but not
the frame – were returned to it. A peal of six new bells was fitted to
the old frame. There was insufficient space to install them on wheels,
so they are fixed hanging downwards and are struck by hammers.
The new bells were cast at the Whitechapel bell foundry and blessed
there by the Bishop of Barking, who later dedicated them when they
were installed in the tower.

THE INTERNAL DOORS
The internal doors into the church were installed in 1991.

The tenor bell is inscribed, ‘In memory of / William Edward Boothby
Heathcote / A great wish of whose life was to / Restore Old
Chingford Church these / Six bells were cast in 1929 and the / Three
old ones restored to the Old Church’.
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Their engraved panels were designed and executed
by Sally Scott, whose work can also be seen in
St Albans Abbey and Norwich Cathedral.
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THE FONT

THE GALLERY

To the left on entering the church is the font
brought from the Old Church in 1844.

The gallery was the original accommodation
for the (unrobed) choir, and also housed a
barrel organ. In time, this was superseded
by a harmonium and in about 1880 a small
pipe organ was installed. The church had no
electricity then, so these instruments were
operated and pumped by hand.

Dating from the Norman period (11th or 12th
century), it is the oldest item in this building and
one of the oldest fonts in London.

Much of the gallery’s seating is original,
including small benches for the children.

THE PEWS
All the pews in the church are Memorial
Pews. They were installed in 1951 as both a
commemoration of the centenary of the church
and a thanksgiving for the end of the Second
World War. This is explained on a plaque halfway
along the north (left-hand) wall of the nave.

THE BAPTISTRY WINDOW
Close to the font is a window in memory of the Rector
Ian Pettitt, installed in 1983. Made by Goddard & Gibbs
of London in handmade ‘antique’ glass, it depicts the
emblem of the Holy Spirit surrounded by seven flames.
These represent the seven gifts of the Spirit: wisdom,
understanding, counsel, fortitude, knowledge, piety and
fear of the Lord.

14

All the pews were donated by individuals,
families or organisations, and each carries
an individual inscription on its back rest. The
front pew on the south (right-hand) side was
the first such donation, and was given by the
Mayor of Chingford. It is fitted with brackets
to support the borough’s mace. The tapestry
kneelers (almost 300 in total) were created by
friends and members of the church over an
eight year period, under the guidance of a
Mrs Katie Sjoberg.

15
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THE BOOTHBY
HEATHCOTE MEMORIALS
Also on the north wall of the nave are a pair of
memorials in grey stone, commemorating several
members of the Boothby Heathcote family: the
left-hand one names Rev Robert Boothby Heathcote
and Elizabeth Bridget, his first wife. The right-hand
one names his second wife, Charlotte, her elder
son, another Robert Boothby Heathcote, and young
Robert’s wife, Jane Vere Heathcote.
To the right of these two memorials, close to the
transition from Vulliamy’s work to Blomfield’s, is
a handsome art nouveau mosaic panel. Its Latin
inscription translates as:

The Russell memorial.

16

The consecration plaque.

‘To the greater glory of God and in honour of St Peter
and St Paul, this church was built in the year of Our
Lord 1844 by the efforts and generosity of the Rev
Robert Boothby Heathcote, former student of St
John’s College, Cambridge and thereafter Rector of
this Parish. In the year 1903, through the devotion of
parishioners, it was enlarged, with the work designed
by the architect Sir Arthur Blomfield. In the same
year, in memory of Elizabeth Bridget, the wife of the
same Rev R.B. Heathcote, and to complete his work,
and also to preserve the memory of his son Robert
Boothby Heathcote and daughter-in-law Jane Vere
Heathcote, members of the family undertook the
building of the chancel.’

THE INCUMBENTS PANEL
On the south (right-hand) wall of the nave, towards
the back, is a panel listing all the incumbents of the
Parish of Chingford from the 12th century to the
present. This was donated in the late 1940s by the
Carey family.

THE THOMAS MEMORIAL
A little further along the south wall is a memorial
tablet for Sir Godfrey John Thomas, Bart who died
at Whitehall (an estate in Chingford) in 1861. It also
names his younger son, Edmund Herbert Thomas,
who died in Nicosia, Cyprus in 1894. From the dates
given, Edmund probably had no memory of his
father. Both died on the 13th of the month.

THE RUSSELL MEMORIAL
The third memorial on the south wall is to Francis
Wycliffe Russell, who was killed in France in August
1918. He was the younger son of Alfred Russell,
Rector of Chingford and his wife, Frances Wycliffe
Russell, who are also commemorated on the plaque.

17
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THE PULPIT
The 18th-century pulpit, brought from the Old Church, was given a new base and stairs in
1947 as a memorial to rector Arthur Batty. At one time it had a sounding board, the carved
moulding of which has been re-used in the Elizabeth Chapel.
The well-carved eagle lectern was given in
1887. Its dedication to the memory of L.S.
& J.P.S. is noted on a brass plate.
The north aisle Close to the organ case
is a charming enclosed table carved by
Don Potter, a noted carver and sculptor.
It was presented by Mr Harris in 1933 for
what was then the Children’s Corner. The
table’s front and sides are carved with
animals and foliage in a style reminiscent
of Eric Gill, whose pupil Potter was. In
1992, Don Potter (then aged 90) visited
the church to see the piece he had carved
60 years previously. Above the Potter table
is a cross, ‘Christus Rex’, given by the
family of John and Dorothy Jameson. They
had been long-serving members of the
Sung Eucharist Choir, with Mr Jameson
as its honorary organist. High on the wall
above the porch in the north aisle is a
board listing various charitable gifts to
the parish for the relief of the poor. Such
charity boards were not uncommon in the
18th and 19th centuries. A similar board is
attached to the wall above the door on the
opposite side of the building.
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THE CHANCEL
The chancel was funded by
members of the Heathcote
family including Elizabeth
Boothby Heathcote,
and is dedicated to her
memory. The steps are of
green Elterwater stone,
the pavement in green
checkerboard design.
When the church reopened in 1903, the chancel
provided two clergy stalls
and front desks for the
choirboys. The choir had
to make do with chairs
and benches until 1913,
when purpose-built stalls
were added, with a third
row donated in 1933. They
were made to the design
of Charles Blomfield and
remained in the chancel
until the 1990s, when the
choir was moved to its
present position.

19

		

THE REREDOS

THE ST ELIZABETH CHAPEL

The reredos screen behind the
altar was added in 1923. A small
plate fixed to it records, ‘In mem.
of E.J.L.G & L.A.A.’.

This chapel was completed in 1936, when the final, east bay
was added. The east window shows Our Lady in the central
panel, flanked by St Elizabeth on her right and St John the
Baptist on her left.

In 1966, by the generosity of the
Hayworth family, it was cleaned
and restored, and some additional
patterning around the main
figures was removed so that they
would stand out more clearly.
They are St George, St Peter,
St Paul and St Michael, with
Christ at the centre.

It was designed and made by Christopher Webb. Formerly
the Lady Chapel, it was renamed as the St Elizabeth Chapel
on completion.

In the same year, the oak panelling
for the sanctuary was also donated.

THE EAST
WINDOW

20
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OTHER WINDOWS
AT THE EAST END
The three fine windows in the south wall of the St Elizabeth
Chapel are also the work of Christopher Webb. The left-hand
one depicts St Francis and was planned as early as 1940,
funded by a bequest from Thomas Walter Craft. Several
windows were damaged during the Second World War and
as a result the window as not constructed until 1947.

Made by Clayton and Bell, the
fine east window depicts Christ in
Majesty flanked by St Gabriel, St
Michael and St Raphael.

The central window shows St Christopher carrying the
Christ child, and the one on the right depicts St Hubert.
This window is a memorial to Rector Sidney John Goldston.
It incorporates a panel explaining that it replaces an
earlier window in memory of the Russell family, which was
destroyed by bomb damage during the war.

It was installed in 1913, the gift of
F.G. Sinclair and W.E. Heathcote,
in memory of their father and
others in their family.

The church is fortunate to have such a fine set of windows
from a most distinguished artist. His signature can be seen
in the bottom right-hand corner of the Goldston window: a
small figure of St Christopher.

21
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WOMEN & THE CHURCH
“Whoever does the will of God is my brother and sister and mother.”
Mark 3:35
The ministry of Jesus saw women alongside him; ministering with and to
him, teaching, learning, evangelizing, and supporting financially.

17th-century parish chest.

THE FRONTALS & PARISH CHESTS
Just below the Goldston window and against the south door is a large oak
chest for altar frontals. It was carved and donated in 1911 by a parishioner
named Walter Stair. An architect, he had designed the
Parish Hall (then on The Ridgeway), the South Chingford
Schools and certain additions to
the Chingford church schools.
Another chest of note is a is a 17th-century
parish chest, brought from the Old Church, this
is found against the north nave wall.
Also in the St Elizabeth Chapel is a
Glastonbury chair, donated and carved by
Mrs Cruikshank in 1903. A companion chair can
be seen in the main chancel of the church.

22

WAR AND REMEMBRANCE
Like any town, Chingford has
had cause to mourn those lost
during major conflicts:
Second Boer War (1898–1902)
One casualty recorded:
Mr Holmes of the
Essex Yeomanry.
First World War (1914–18)
Casualties recorded: 242
local men.
Second World War (1939–45)
From names recorded on
the War memorial in South
Chingford 89 non-combatants
aged between 4 months
and 86 years killed by enemy
aerial warfare.

Along with the 175th
birthday of St Peter &
Paul, 2019 sees some
significant anniversaries
in women’s ministry - 50
years since the first female
licensed Lay Readers,
25 years since women
were first ordained as
priests and 5 years since
legislation was passed
to enable women to be
appointed bishops.
The Parish has
changed much since its
consecration - we have
had 65 years of female
Parish clerks, and women
have been involved more
and more, with singing,
reading, serving, &
working as wardens and
priests.

“When I was growing up
in Chingford, there were
no women priests. It never
occurred to me that I would
be called by God to priesthood
but He calls the most unlikely
people to ordination. I
have learnt that, as it says
in Galatians 3:28, it’s not a
matter of male or female
because we are all one in Jesus
Christ. I’ve also learnt that it is
best to answer God when He
calls. My journey has been a
long one and everything I am
and have done in my life has
led me to this point. I trust
that God is with me, and I pray
that He is also with you.”
Marilyn Claydon (ordinand)

Higher
resolution
image
required
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MADAME LA GENERALE
The surgeon Dame Louisa
Aldrich-Blake is one of the
parish’s most celebrated
daughters. Born at Chingford
Rectory on 15 August 1865, she
was the eldest daughter of the
curate, Frederick Aldrich-Blake.
She attended Cheltenham
Ladies’ College, where her
exceptional ability soon
became apparent.
From 1887 she trained at
London School of Medicine
for Women, qualifying in in
1894 with first-class degrees
in science and medicine. The
following year, she became the
first woman in Britain to obtain a Master’s in surgery and by 1910 she was
a Lead Surgeon. She worked as an anaesthetist and surgical registrar at
the Royal Free Hospital, specialising in in oncology, and became the first
surgeon to operate for cervical and rectal cancer.
During the First World War, she used her holidays to assist military
medical staff near the frontline in France, where she was nicknamed
‘Madame la Générale’. Much of her career was spent teaching and
encouraging women to pursue careers in medicine, and she almost
doubled the Royal Free’s staff.
She was publicly honoured for her pioneering work, awarded a DBE in
1925 by King George VI. She died on 28 December the same year.
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“Having been among the
first women to be priested
in 1994, my appointment
to the Old Church in 1997
was another significant
first, both for the
congregation and for me!
Thanks not least to the
support of the then Rector
Fr Nick, I was warmly
welcomed from the start,
and the ensuing 12 years
were a joy. Also. within a
short time several people
in the congregation who
had initial reservations
about female priests
became converts!”
Rev. Claire Wilson

Music in the Church
Music has a long history at Chingford Parish Church,
and continues as a key part of the church’s life today.

THE ORGAN
Evidence from the church’s early years is scant, but we do know that there was
initially a barrel organ in the gallery. This was later superseded by a harmonium and
then, in about 1880, a small two-manual organ ‘of a sweet tone’.
When Blomfield’s extension to the
east end was completed in 1903, there
was space for a larger instrument, but
money was short and it was some years
before an organ could be contemplated.

instrument, so cleaning and major
renovations were carried out by H.
Spurden Rutt & Sons, of Leytonstone.
They added three stops to the
instrument, including a pedal trombone.

A three-manual organ was installed
in 1908 by the well-known firm of
Norman & Beard, at a cost of just over
£600, but the third manual was not
provided with pipes. This would cost
a further £300, and was not achieved
until 1913.

By 1955, the organist was reporting
that the instrument was in need of
attention. However, it was not until
1965 that a major rebuild and redesign
was carried out by Wm Hill & Son
and Norman & Beard Ltd. The organ
was given new action, a new console,
several new stops and pipework. Its
case was also cleaned.

The power for the blower was hydraulic
until 1928, when it was changed to
electricity. Around 1932, electric lighting
was installed in the church, and some
work was carried out on the organ.
This appears to have damaged the

The organ has not been rebuilt since,
though it was cleaned and overhauled
in 1998 by J.W. Walker & Sons, who
also upgraded the piston system.
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THE CHOIRS
In the church’s early years, the choir of men,
women and children was accommodated in
the gallery. After the expansion of 1902–3,
there was more space downstairs, and a new
Chancel Choir of men and boys was formed.
The choir sang at Matins and Evensong
every Sunday and this continued until 1971.
In 1921, an additional Ladies’ Choir was
formed, to lead a sung Eucharist service
once a month from the gallery. In 1937 this
service became a weekly fixture at 9.45am,
followed by Matins at 11am. A year later, the
Sung Eucharist Choir (also known as the
‘9.45 Choir’) added men to its numbers, and
in 1947 this choir moved from the gallery to
the chancel.
By the late 1960s, the Eucharist was growing
in prominence as the main church service,
while Matins was in serious decline. The
Chancel Choir transferred to the Eucharist
and the 9.45 Choir moved into the nave,
to help lead the singing from there. Sung
Matins was discontinued and the 9.45 Choir
eventually disbanded in 1971, after 34 years
of faithful service.
Until the post-war period, the Chancel Choir
appears to have been typical of church choirs
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of the time. In the 1950s, the Royal School of
Church Music (RSCM) entered something of
a golden era, when most churches still had
choirs.
The Chancel Choir at Chingford (already
affiliated to the RSCM) embraced this with
enthusiasm under the short directorship of
Michael Fleming (1954–8), who had himself
been a post-graduate student at the School.
During the next two or three decades the
Choir grew, both in scope and in numbers.
Many choristers were involved in RSCM
courses, and were selected for positions
as House Captains, or to sing at RSCM
Cathedral services. The Choir was among
the first to be elected to the St Nicolas Guild
of choirs affiliated to the School. It was also
the first in the country to have two choristers
awarded the prestigious St Nicolas Award,
the highest accolade for a chorister.
Since those times the Choir has remained a
Guild Choir, and the Girls’ Choir, formed in
1992, has become a St Cecilia Guild Choir.
By 2002, when the St Nicolas Award was
terminated, Chingford had produced 19 such
choristers, and three girls had received St
Cecilia Awards.
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ORGANISTS/CHOIRMASTERS
–1882
Mr Lanckenshaw
1882–1888
Mr F. Earnshaw
1882–1913
Charles Pritchard
In 1969 the Choir made the first summer visit to sing for a week
at Portsmouth Cathedral. Similar visits, as well as weekends and
single services, have continued as annual fixtures. In 1986, the
Choir made its first overseas singing trip to Bruges in Belgium.
Subsequent trips have taken the Choir to Normandy, Paris,
Rome and the USA.
The Chingford Singers – comprising adult sopranos and
contraltos – was formed around 1993, initially to give occasional
opportunities for these adults to sing, often with the men of the
Chancel Choir.
Members of all three choirs now sing at our Sunday services,
including a weekly Choral Evensong. The church also stages an
annual showcase of the talents of the younger choristers, and
a Grand Christmas Concert, featuring massed choirs and an
orchestra. Occasional concerts are held throughout the year.
Special music is provided for the main festivals and seasons,
such as Holy Week and Easter, the Patronal Festival, All Souls
and of course Christmas. A lunchtime organ recital series is held
every August, and in every month there is a concert presented by
local choral societies, musical groups and other organisations.
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1913–1939
H. Gauntlett Haskins, Mus. Bac.
1939–1940
G.J. Higgins, MA, Mus. Bac, FRCO
1940–1945
Hon. Choirmaster: Herbert Lyon
Hon. Organists: Mr Searle, Mr
Day, P.J. Revell, J.C. Jameson
1945–1954
L.W. Tracey Arkell, LRAM, ARCO
1954–1958
Michael P.M. Fleming, BA, FRCO
(Chm), ADCM, ARSCM
1958–1960
Robert Kalton, LRAM
1960–1978
John W. Rippin, B. Mus, FRCO
(Chm), ADCM, ARCM, LTCL
1978–
Michael F. Emerson, FRCO (Chm),
ARCM, ARSCM
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Brief History of Chingford
For centuries, Chingford was an agricultural community, isolated by the Lea Valley to
the west, with large tracts of Epping Forest to the north and east. Main overland routes
bypassed the parish, and access was mainly by boat, via the River Lea.
By the 16th century, neighbouring Leyton
and Walthamstow had become prime
areas to purchase property, and purchase
prices rose. Chingford, where Henry
VIII had built a hunting lodge in 1543,
provided opportunities for ambitious
Elizabethans to buy more affordable land
with attached status.
One such was a merchant tailor,
Robert Boothby. He bought the Lordship
of the Manor of Chingford Earls, which
included the patronage of the Parish
of Chingford and Rectory lands. This
property would eventually devolve on Rev
Robert Boothby Heathcote, who came
here in 1829, and some years later built
Chingford Parish Church.
For Victorian residents of Chingford,
church services were a social
occasion as well as an opportunity to
communicate with God – who most
believed directed and intervened in their
daily lives.
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Learning to read the Bible was considered
vital and in 1858 an elementary school
was established in Kings Road, mostly
paid for by the Rector. A Sunday school
was also begun in the church.
The arrival of the railway in 1874 greatly
improved Chingford’s transport links.
Cattle were fattened for the London meat
market on the grazing lands. Fish and
forest products were sent to London by
train. The freight imported into Chingford
was mostly coal for domestic purposes.
In 1880, tolls were removed from Mill
Bridge over the Lea, promoting a growth in
road traffic. Once the plans to link Epping
New Road with Chingford using the newly
constructed Rangers Road materialised,
development became inevitable.
In 1890 an iron mission church was set up
at Chingford Hatch, on land given by the
Ainslie family, but looked after by Chingford
Parish Church. It was rebuilt in brick in 1953.
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With the opening of the King George Reservoir in
1911, the River Lea was diverted to flood the marshes
as part of the water supply for London. Market
gardening received a huge boost. Cattle rearing
continued, though on a smaller scale than before. As
late as 1914, fresh milk churns were still carried by
train to London.
Chingford lost 242 of its men during the Great War
of 1914–18, but the population continued to grow.
Neighbouring boroughs sought land in Chingford,
to meet their legal duty to provide accommodation
for growing numbers of residents. Fields became
building sites, while improved roads, bus routes and
increased railway services allowed easy access. By
1929 the population had reached 29,000.
In 1936, the Boothby Heathcote estate of Friday Hill
was compulsorily purchased by the London County
Council for housing development. Louisa Heathcote
was well compensated, and continued to live in
Friday Hill House and its surrounding grounds.
Building work was halted soon after the Second
World War broke out in 1939.
From 1951, Friday Hill House and its grounds were
run as a community centre and museum. However,
the cost of maintenance became uneconomic
and Waltham Forest Council sold it to a property
developer in 2013 for £1,000,000. The site is now
being used for luxury homes and apartments.
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Another mission church, St Francis in Hawkwood
Crescent, was also established in 1951, to serve the
new residents of the Hawkwood Estate, closing in
2003.
In 1965, Chingford joined Leyton and Walthamstow
to form the London Borough of Waltham Forest.
The 2001 census showed a population of 258,200
for the borough. A rural agricultural settlement
had been gradually transformed into a dormitory
suburb of London. Through all these changes from
1844, the Parish Church continues to serve the
people of Chingford and to act as a place of Divine
Worship and encounter.

